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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved over $2.4 million in fiscal year 2006 funding for three major transportation initiatives in Berkshire County.

  The funding is included in the fiscal year (FY) 2006 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations conference report approved by the House and Senate on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked to secure the funding.  The conference report now goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  The conference report contains the following earmarks:

$1.85 million for streetscaping in downtown Pittsfield

  The streetscaping initiative for downtown Pittsfield involves decorative paving, period lighting, trees with grates or cobble surrounding them, flower planters and planting areas, public art and historical statues, plaques, and other installations and improvements.

  "This is about further revitalizing downtown Pittsfield," said Olver.  "The project will boost the arts and culture elements of downtown, encourage new private investment in downtown, and make the environment friendlier for residents and tourists alike."

  "There's a great ongoing effort on multiple spokes to raise the image of downtown Pittsfield ‚ to truly make it part of the Berkshires experience," Olver said.  "The streetscaping will tie into and strengthen other improvement projects."

  For more information on this project, contact Pittsfield Mayor James M. Ruberto at 413-499-9321.

$192,000 for Corridor Access Management on Route 7/20 in Lenox and Pittsfield

  The initial stage of this project involves a focused plan for improving access to developed and undeveloped parcels of land just north of the Route 7A intersection north of Lenox Village and traffic flow in this increasingly congested area.  The project may include driveway consolidation or relocation, service roads or other improvements to increase safety and reduce accidents.  This initiative also includes planning to improve the traffic flow in the area at the Lenox-Pittsfield line.  Possible improvements there involve the internal linking together of parking lots to reduce the number of cars entering and exiting Route 7/20 within a few hundred feet of each other.  The Dan Fox Drive/Pittsfield Airport corridor is also included in the scope of planning.

  "New businesses are going into the retail area between the Lenox and airport arteries all the time," said Olver.  "We've got to figure out a way to get customers to these businesses and keep traffic moving on Route 7/20 at the same time.  This challenge is as important to Pittsfield and north Berkshire County as it is to Lenox."

  For more information on this project, contact Nat Karns, Director, Berkshire Regional Planning Commission, at 413-442-1521.

$400,000 for transit services through the Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire (TANB)

  TANB is working to improve public transit services specifically designed to meet the mobility challenges presented in Adams, Cheshire, Clarksburg, Florida, North Adams, Savoy, and Williamstown.  TANB is designed to augment the fixed route system operated by Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (BRTA).  TANB is a primarily employment-related transportation service for residents of rural areas.

  "Public transportation on the western end of the northern tier is critical to the economic development of North County," Olver said.  ìThis transit project has been very successful, and I'm thrilled that the service will continue in 2006."

  For more information on this project, contact Jana Hunkler Brule, TANB, at 413-664-2727.
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